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The Advent countdown is nearly concluded and on 

Sunday we will light the final candle on our Advent 

wreaths.  Then two days later we will celebrate the 

birth of Jesus in that stable in Bethlehem.  All the 

Christmas adornments – decorations, presents, carols 

– will help us to focus on this significant event two 

thousand years ago. 

This is a very far cry from the world in 2012.  

Bethlehem is almost lost from sight in the turmoil that 

continues in the Middle East and troubles in the world 

almost compete for news coverage.  No sooner had 

we learnt of the large number of people lost in the 

typhoon in the Philippines than we were mourning the 

deaths in Connecticut last week.  Time to pause and 

reflect is welcome and we pray for those whose 

Christmas will not be the same this year. 

We have marked Advent in the usual way, with charity 

fundraising and Reconciliation and Carol Services, and 

conclude on Friday with our Christmas Liturgy and 

Dinner.  My thanks to all those who have helped to 

organise these events and to the students who have 

contributed to them.   
 

My very best wishes for a peaceful and holy 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Sean Hayes 
 

A big thank you to all those students who helped to 

prepare Christmas cards for prisoners.  Many people 

put in a lot of effort and we ended up with 140 cards 

to send which is absolutely amazing.  Well done and 

thank you very much once again.    Sister Virna 

 

Twitter 
We now have an official Twitter feed that 

you can log on to, for news updates from 

the school.   You can find us here: 

@sjfpeterborough.                          Mr Sargeant 

Staff changes  
As we come to the end of another term we inevitably 

have some staffing changes.  This term has been rather 

unusual as some people have left the school and been 

replaced by others during the term rather than waiting 

until the end. 

Staff who have already left or are leaving the school 

are:  

 Mark Betts, English/Humanities teacher 

 Elaine Bosworth, Business teacher 

 Sheila Cocks, Teaching Assistant 

 Ewa Karpus, Teaching Assistant 

 Eric Lunn, Technology Technician 

 Celine Veniat, French teacher 

 Karen Waites, Art/Textiles teacher 

 Deannah Watt, Teaching Assistant 

 Jenny Watts, English teacher 

We have also said a temporary farewell to Kay 

Anderson, Geography teacher, and Zoe Granville, Art 

teacher, who have both started maternity leave. 

Staff who have joined the school already or will do so 

in January are: 

 Ramona Accarpio, French teacher 

 Scott Allan, Site Officer 

 Florian Apopi, Geography teacher 

 James Chambers, Business teacher 

 Genna Meagher, English/Humanities teacher 

 Sharon Rawlings, Art/Textiles teacher 

 Andrew Avory, Design & Technology Technician 

 

Houses Update 
Up to week ending  

14 December 2012 
House 

Points 

Attendance 

% 
Beverley 4900 93.2 

Cambridge 4400 94.2 

Rochester 5400 92.8 

Westminster 6050 94.2 
 

 

 

 

 
 

I bought my wife a wooden leg for 

Christmas.  It’s not her main present 

but her stocking filler!!!  
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Keep the date 

Year 9 Options Evening 
Tuesday 22 January 2013 

7.00 pm in the School Hall 
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FAO Year 11 Parents 

 

Tuesday 15 January 

Parents’ evening from 4.30 pm - 6.30 pm 
 

Parent Workshops on how to help your child 

to succeed in their GCSEs.   

There are two times available: 

4.30 pm - 5.15 pm 

5.15 pm - 6.00 pm 

You can attend either session 

 
 

Sports Update  -  part two 
 

Year 7, 8 & 9 Girls Football 

On 29 November, and in spite of the bitterly cold 

weather, the girls took part in a Girls’ Community 

Cup match against Deeping School.  Despite losing an 

early goal, the girls fought on into the dying minutes to 

get the equaliser. Unfortunately, our attacking 

pressure left us exposed at the back as the opposition 

were able to score a second and win the game 2-0. 

Overall, all of the students performed extremely well, 

in particular “Girl of the Match” Katherine Pollard. 

The students involved were: Amie Woodhams (R9), 

Dominica Gorlic (B9), Elizabete Senkova (C6), Euridice 

Ribeiro Silva (W7), Farah Qamar (R8), Jade O’Sullivan 

(W6), Jamie-Lea Borman (C3), Kamile Gostautaite 

(B4), Karena O’Sullivan (W1), Katherine Pollard (R9), 

Nadine Edmonds (R2), Naomi Hall (R3), Riana De 

Paolo (C7) and Shiquiba Hajizadeh (W2). Thanks also 

to Miss Wood for arranging the fixture, Jo Daniels for 

supporting the girls, and referee/defensive coach, Mr 

Plane.             Mr Rawlinson 
 

Peterborough Schools Cross-Country 

Championships 

On Friday 7 December, 40 students in Years 7 to 9 

represented St John Fisher in the annual cross-country 

championships at Bretton Park.  On what was an 

extremely cold day there were many fine individual 

performances, most notably from Charlie Stratton in 

Year 7 who finished 12th overall in the minor boys 

competition.  Charlie gained automatic selection for 

the Peterborough squad in the County round of the 

competition to take place in St Ives in January. 
 

U12s 5-a-side Football 

On Wednesday 28 November the U12 5-a-side 

football team played in a tournament hosted by 

Stanground Academy on the Powerleague Pitches.  

The tournament included the best teams from across 

Peterborough.  The St John Fisher team played very 

well in their 5 games, winning 1, drawing another and 

losing 3.  The team finished 4th out of 6 teams overall.  

The team included:   Bobby Moore W9, Ged 

O’Sullivan W4, Charlie Stratton B5, Nuno Andrade 

R5, Matthew Jones-Molyneaux B4 and Ahmed Haider 

B3. 
 

Year 8 and 9 Boys Table Tennis 

On Thursday 22 November the Year 8 and 9 boys 

singles table tennis team faced a team from Nene Park 

Academy.  The tournament, hosted by St John Fisher, 

was an extremely competitive affair with an 

outstanding level of table tennis on display!  2 of our 

students successfully made it through to the semi-

finals – Corey Mazurek C7 and Lewis John R8.  Corey 

then made it comfortably through to the final against 

his Nene Park opponent where again he came out on 

top to take the tournament title 2 games to 0.  

Congratulations Corey! 

On 6 December the team travelled to Nene Park for a 

doubles tournament.  Again the team showed their 

exceptional talent with 2 of our teams winning 

through to the final to face one another for the title.  

Corey Mazurek C7 and Zaid Hussain R7 eventually 

won through beating Lewis John and Ciaran Kelly in 

the final. 

The Table Tennis boys had a clean sweep last week at 

Jack Hunt, winning the Peterborough Schools KS3 and 

KS4 table tennis tournament. Corey Mazurek and 

Nedas Juraska won the KS4 event beating Ken 

Stimpson in the final. Zaid Hussain and Ciaran Kelly 

beat Hampton in the final to complete a memorable 

double. Congratulations to all on a fabulous win. 
 

Indoor Rowing Competition 

On Thursday 15 November our indoor rowing team 

travelled to Jack Hunt School for their first inter-

school event of the year.  All the boys had to row 

2,000 metres in the fastest time possible.  Best 

performances in rank order were as follows: 

  1. Sarunas Snitkas  B5    5. Charlie Moore  B9 

  2. Lukasz Pinkowski  C6   6. Nedas Juraska  C1 

  3. Kajus Zulkus  C9    7. Nuno Adrade  R5 

  4. Patrik Horvath  R8   

Congratulations to all of the boys who took part. 

 

Reminders for after Christmas 
Chewing Gum 

After Christmas we become a chewing gum free 

school.  This was a unanimous decision of the School 

Council and applies to all students and adults in 

school, including visitors.  The sanction for those 

individuals who choose to chew is to do community 

service after school. 

Signing Diaries 

Please can I remind parents to check your child’s 

homework diary weekly and to sign it.  Could I also 

encourage parents to use the diary to communicate 

any issues you may have with form tutors in the first 

place, and tutors will also reply via the diary. 

Uniform 

We are aware that winter is well and truly upon us 

but we request that students wear a v-neck black 

jumper rather than a hoodie.  Coats should also be 

plain and dark in colour. 

Your support in this matter is requested in order that 

we can focus on the learning in the classroom rather 

than being distracted with uniform issues.       Mr Reilly

 


