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St John Fisher News 

 

Year 11 Exams 
This weekend we begin 

the countdown to 

Christmas and the dark 

nights and colder 

weather are upon us.  

Our school year 

continues apace and this 

means that we are about 

to begin mock exams 

with Year 11.  Please 

remember the students 

over the next two 

weeks while they 

experience a proper exam season.  They have had 

additional information about this in their own 

newsletter which was issued earlier this week – 

parents should ask to see this if you haven’t already. 

 

Bad Weather 

The cold weather and recent floods mean it is 

probably time to remind everyone about our 

procedure for closing the school in case of 

exceptionally bad weather; this will be important for 

parents who have not had students at the school in 

previous years.  If it is not possible to open the school 

due to heavy snow, announcements will be made on 

local radio and text messages sent to parents.  We will 

also post a notice on the school website as soon as we 

are able to.  Parents are asked to avoid ringing the 

school to ask if we are open as this jams the phone 

lines.  If the school opens in the morning it will remain 

open until the end of the school day: one we open we 

stay open and will not close early. 

Parents are reminded that students may not wear 

hoodies to school in place of a coat and that we are 

continuing to confiscate these when this happens. 

 

Parents Evening 

The first of our new-style parents’ evenings worked 

well on Tuesday afternoon.  We had a high attendance 

and good feedback from the parents we spoke to.  I 

am aware that some parents were not able to get 

appointments with all the teachers they wished to see 

as the teachers were fully booked.  If you have any 

comments, positive or negative, about the new format 

please let me have them via one of the usual contact 

methods at the foot of this page.  The next one will be 

on Tuesday 19 March but there is an additional one 

for Year 11 only on Tuesday 15 January. 

 

Sean Hayes 

Anti-Bullying Week 
 

Dear Lord, we know you have given us 

the freedom to choose 

Help us to choose to treat people 

with respect and kindness. 

Help us to recognise your divine image 

within us all. 

Help us to stand up to bullying 

and support those in need. 

Amen 

 

This week we marked Anti-Bullying Week through a 

variety of activities.  The main focus of the week was 

“we’re better without bullying”.  All assemblies this 

week had an Anti-Bullying focus and our PCSO, Luke 

Kennedy, arranged an Anti-Bullying Poster 

competition together with Peterborough United 

Football Club.  The winner in each House is set to win 

a family ticket to a Peterborough United football 

match.  Darren Ferguson, manager of Peterborough 

United, will be the main judge of this competition and 

the results will be announced next week. 

Other activities that happened this week included the 

School Council reviewing the Anti-Bullying Statement 

for students, all tutor groups completing a safe survey 

of school, which enables school to place duty staff in 

the most effective place, and tutor groups discussing 

key ways to deal with bullying within school. 

Mr Reilly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Attendance 

As well as setting a minimum target for each student 

of 90% attendance we have a whole-school target of 

94%.  We monitor this weekly for each house and the 

current situation is quite positive: 

 

Beverley  93.7%      Cambridge   94.4% 

Rochester  93.0%      Westminster  94.9% 
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PCSO Drop-In 
 

PCSO Luke Kennedy will be available to 

meet parents on 

Monday 10 December 

between 2.15 and 3.15. 

This is a chance for you to discuss any 

issues you or your children may have. 

 



 

 

Beverley 

I am proud to say that the following students have 

been chosen to represent Beverley House: 

Alex Findley, Connell Silk, Shaun Szapajko and Lisa-

Marie Jones will represent Beverley on the School 

Council this year. 

Stephen Coombe-Boxall and Sercan Ustuner will be in 

charge of coordinating sports 

Dominika Ciach will be running the House’s charity 

work.  

In addition we have Arooj Khan, Karen Jones, Kaiz 

Hussain and Afsha Hussain who will be our House 

Ambassadors. 

Congratulations to this fantastic team.  We in Beverley 

look forward to working with you over the coming 

year.        Mr Hayes, Head of Beverley House 

 

Rochester 

Congratulations to the new Rochester House Council 

members: Firas Petch, Marta Oliveira, Ruby Eric, 

Ewelina Strug, Ayisha Saleem, Hirra Hussain, Nathaniel 

Wakelen, Jordan MacIntosh, Kornelijus Gaubys and 

Rebecca Lilley.   

We had a very positive first meeting and from this the 

council have elected Ruby Eric, Ayisha Saleem, 

Kornelijus Gaubys and Hirra Hussain to represent 

Rochester on the School Council.  Nathaniel Wakelen 

will be the Sports Ambassador for the rest of the 

school year and Ayisha Saleem will be Rochester’s 

Charity Ambassador, which will be a very busy role in 

the lead up to advent as we begin the whole school 

effort of providing food to the Homeless this 

Christmas through our House charity Peterborough 

Streets. 

Well done to everyone who was elected and thank 

you to those students who volunteered to be on the 

House council but did not make it this year. I look 

forward to welcoming you to join the council in years 

to come. Ms Stevens, Head of Rochester House 

 

 

 

Cambridge 

Our appreciation goes to last year’s House Council 

who represented the voice of the students in 

Cambridge House well.  Particular thanks go to Zainia 

James who has been an exceptional Charity and Events 

Co-ordinator.  We now look forward to the rest of 

this academic year and we have appointed our new 

House Council. We are very proud that Markus 

Balogun (C1) was elected as Head Boy for this year. 

Markus is well respected by his tutor group and his 

peers.  He goes forward to chair the School Council, a 

role that he will undoubtedly perform admirably. 

Supporting him on the School Council are Misabah 

Aurangzeb (C1), Cheyenne Guest (C2), L,mar 

Radouani (C8) and Archie Murfitt (C3), who is also 

the Sports Captain.  Cambridge House Ambassadors 

are Bethen Gilbert (C2), Phoebe Kuc (C5), Jade-Alice 

Neal (C6), Georgia Smith (C7) and Gabrielle James 

(C8), who succeeds her sister as Charity & Events      

Co-ordinator.    Mrs Helcoop, Head of Cambridge House 

 

Westminster 

After a hard fought election campaign, the following 

students were chosen to represent Westminster by 

the House: 

Afifa Zaman, Khloe Coy, Sam Maxwell, Ali Moradi 

who will all sit on the School Council 

Patrick Kelly, Shikiba Hajizadeh and Julio Garrido who 

are in charge of sports 

Balint Brunner and Aleksandra Tetnowski who will 

work on the House’s creativity, and overseeing it all is 

Ewa Stryczek who will also be running the House’s 

charity work.  

Alongside them will sit the two Deputy Head Boys and 

one Deputy Head Girl: Michalina Klupiec, Elias 

(Ahmad) Moradi and Tristan Goodfellow. 

Congratulations to them all and I look forward to 

working with them over the next year. 

Mr Clifford, Head of Westminster House 

 

 

Movember      

Students will have noticed several male 

members of staff sporting moustaches which 

have grown in the last month – the same thing 

happened last year.  This has been part of a 

national charity event to raise money to 

support the number one and two male specific 

cancers - prostate and testicular cancer. The 

funds raised are directed to programmes run 

directly by Movember and their men’s health 

partners, The Prostate Cancer Charity and the 

Institute of Cancer Research. These partners 

work together to ensure that Movember funds 

are supporting a broad range of innovative, 

world-class programmes.  For further 

information or to make a donation please visit  

http://uk.movember.com/?home  

 

House Council Election Results 

http://uk.movember.com/?home

