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Last week I was fortunate to be able to attend one of 

the London performances of the rock opera Jesus 

Christ Superstar.  The music is familiar to me from my 

school days and it is interesting that it is as impressive 

as ever 25 years later.  The production that is touring 

the country is not a theatre performance as the one 

staged in the 1970s was, but is instead performed as a 

rock concert in an arena. 

What was so stunning about this new version is that 

the action is set in 2012 and not biblical times.  It all 

takes place in and around the Occupy protests that 

we saw on the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral last winter, 

with the apostles as the main group of protestors and 

Jesus the one that becomes the inspirational leader.  

There was a strong link to the story of Jesus driving 

the money lenders out of the Temple.  The bottom 

line was that his story is as relevant and pertinent 

today as it has always been and this setting was very 

thought-provoking.  As it progressed I was wondering 

how they would bring King Herod in but that was 

easily solved: he was a chat-show host who 

interviewed Jesus and decided he had nothing 

interesting to say.   

There are times when we need to pause and consider 

events that happen around us and decide how they fit 

into the bigger picture.  This was one of those times 

for me.  An excellent experience. 

 

What’s the name of your Guardian Angel? 
On Tuesday Father Michael celebrated Mass for the 

Feast of the Guardian Angels.  He explained to the 

students that everyone has an angel to guard over 

them and he suggested that they should give their 

angel a name.  He said that this made it easier to pray 

to the angel.  He also revealed that his angel is called 

Aloysius (but I noted that he didn’t say why!).  I 

wonder how many other students have given their 

angel a name?  It might be something worth 

considering. 

 

Contacting Parents 
I explained at the start of term that we are intending 

to increase our contact with parents this year.  Among 

the plans we have are an increase in the number of 

times we phone home, giving parents access to 

information about their child on the school 

management system, and altering the arrangements for 

parents evenings.  The first of these we started last 

week with form tutors making telephone contact with 

home and having a brief conversation about the 

student in general terms.  Teachers will not have had 

time yet to ring every parent so do not worry if you 

have not yet had a call.  Further calls will be made 

when reports are sent home and we hope to continue 

this throughout the year.  As before, if parents have an 

issue you do not need to wait until the school 

contacts you so please feel free to either ring the 

reception or send an email.  We will ensure that this 

is passed on to the form tutor for you.  If you would 

prefer to have contact via email rather than telephone 

please make this clear when the form tutor speaks 

with you. 

 

Please note the early finish next Tuesday due to open 

Evening (below). 

 

Sean Hayes  
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OPEN EVENING 2012 
Our annual open evening for Year 6 students wishing to apply for admission for September 2013 

is on Tuesday 9 October.  The evening begins with a talk in the hall by Mr Hayes at 7pm sharp. 

Parents with children in Year 6 are invited to come and see the school and find out more about 

what we offer; those with children in Years 4 and 5 might also like to visit to plan ahead. 

The school will also be open on Wednesday 10 and Thursday 11 October for tours starting at 

9.00 each day.  There is no need to book an appointment, please just report to reception by 9.00 

Students will be dismissed at 2pm on 9 October to allow us to prepare for the evening. 
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Year of Faith 

Diocesan Mass 11 October 2012 

Little Way Week 
Next week, as part of the Year of Faith, the Catholic 

Church will be marking Little Way Week (6-13 

October).  This is a call for action in parishes, homes 

and schools where we are challenged to do 7 small 

actions – one for each day of the week - that will help 

others. Students have been preparing for Little Way 

Week in their RE lessons this week by learning about 

St Therese of Lisieux’s ’little way’.   They have worked 

together in groups to come up with 7 small actions 

that they can do during Little Way Week to help 

others. Some have made 

pledge cards.  Assemblies this 

week have been about putting 

God’s love into action 

following in the example of St 

Therese and how just one 

small action can have a huge 

impact on someone else. Our 

sixth form students have 

helped demonstrate this 

concept through a game of giant Jenga.  Our theme for 

the week has also been Little Way Week.  St Therese 

said that her actions were ‘not great deeds but great 

love’.  

St Therese of Lisieux (1873 – 1897) demonstrated a 

path of spirituality, known as the "Little Way", through 

the actions of unconditional love, human compassion, 

and selfless devotion to duty.                      Mrs Pereira 

 
 

Once again the talent of St John Fisher students has 

been showcased, this time at the parish church of         

St Peter and All Souls.  On Sunday 30 September, a 

small group of students, together with Miss O’Connor, 

led the Sunday evening mass with well known hymns 

and songs.  We all sang our hearts out and had a really 

enjoyable evening.  The congregation was very 

welcoming and appreciated that we, as the next 

generation, had taken such a strong lead.  One man 

even said we brought tears to his and his wife’s eyes! 

Thank you to Miss O’Connor for the fun evening and 

for making such a huge impact on our school in just 

three weeks. 

Zainia James 

Charity and Events Co-ordinator, Cambridge House  

St John Fisher Shoebox Appeal 2012 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Once again St John Fisher will be collecting shoe boxes 

as part of the Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas 

Child ‘Shoe box’ appeal.  Last year we collected over 

70 boxes jam packed with games, sweets, clothes and 

toiletries.  It was amazing to see my room looking like 

Santa’s workshop and certainly cheered me up on the 

dark rainy mornings last November. 

We will be running the appeal the same as we did last 

year, offering merits and house points for each box 

collected.  The tutor group that collects the most 

shoeboxes will win a box of chocolates and the house 

which collects the most shoeboxes will win 100 house 

points. 

If you want to contribute to the appeal we will be 

collecting the following items to be put into the shoe 

boxes:   

Toys:  bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, 

yo-yo, building blocks, small musical instrument.  

For boys: trucks and cars.  

For girls: dolls, clip on earrings.   

Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, 

colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, 

chalk, pencil case, stickers.   

Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, 

bar of soap, flannel.   

Sweets (sell-by date to be at least March of the 

following year), gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, 

bangles, necklaces.  All gifts should be new, please!  

More details can be found on their website: 

www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk.   

We will be launching our appeal on Monday 15 

October and the closing date is 9 November.  Thank 

you for your continued support.       Mr Berry 
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