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St John Fisher News 

 

The Year of Faith:  

October 2012 – November 2013 
Last Year Pope Benedict announced a Year of Faith to 

commence yesterday, 11 October, as it was on that 

date in 1962, fifty years ago, that the Second Vatican 

Council opened.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To mark the start of this anniversary year a Mass was 

celebrated in St John’s Cathedral Norwich yesterday.  

20 students, Mrs Pereira, Miss O’Connor and myself 

represented our school.  We travelled together with 

students and staff from Sacred Heart and St Thomas 

More primary schools, ensuring that there was  strong 

presence from our Peterborough Schools. 

At the Mass we all sang a new hymn that has been 

written especially for this occasion, the chorus of 

which explains what we are about: 

 

This is the year of faith 
A time to trust and hope in God 
This is a time for everyone 
We open our hearts to the Lord 
We enter through the door of faith 
And raise up a song of praise 

 

Next week we will give more information about the 

Mass and the programme for the Year of Faith. 

 

Thank you 
Thank you to everyone who was involved in our Open 

Evening on Tuesday.  Our school is usually impressive 

but when we make the effort to really show it off it 

really shows what a gem we have.  And I am not just 

talking about buildings here: students, staff and the 

whole school community really manage to come 

together and demonstrate what a Catholic 

environment is like.  We again had many good 

comments from our visitors and, as happened at the 

Celebration of Achievement a few weeks earlier, 

people went away with a very positive view of the 

school.  So, thank you to all involved. 

Reporting to Parents 
Last week I wrote about how we are improving the 

contact we have with parents, and I wrote about the 

phone calls that form tutors are making.  The next 

piece of work in this area is an improvement to the 

timing of reports.  The main change is that we are 

now staggering these throughout the year, starting 

with Year 11 next week.  I have asked Daniel Berry, 

Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for 

Assessment and Reporting, to explain in more detail 

overleaf.  Please read this information carefully and 

keep it to hand for when your child’s report comes 

home. 

 

New Students 
Last week we welcomed ten new students to the 

school, filling the remaining spare places that we had.  I 

am very aware that there is a long waiting list for each 

of our year groups – usually 20 students or more for 

each one – but we are only able to take students up to 

a given number known as our Published Admission 

Number.  Parents will recall that I have written before 

about how there are no plans to make the school any 

larger, and this remains the case. 

 

Condolences 
We send our condolences to Bob Loveridge and his 

family following his mother’s recent death.  The school 

was represented at her funeral on Tuesday and we will 

continue to hold the family in our prayers.  May she 

rest in peace. 

 

Module Exams 
All Year 11 students will be sitting at least one Maths 

examination in November.  The exams are on 

Tuesday 6 November (Linear 1 and Modular) and 

Thursday 8 November (Linear 2).  The students will 

know which exams they are sitting.  Please remind 

your child to attend the Monday night Maths revision 

sessions to support their preparation for these critical 

GCSE exams. 

 

Year 10 
It is never too early to start preparing for exams and 

so on Tuesday morning Mr Sargeant had a special 

assembly for Year 10 students to ensure that they are 

up to speed on what needs doing in the remaining 

time between now and their final exams.  The right 

attitude and approach now makes everything so much 

easier later: we do hope that the message sank in.  

Parents might like to see if it did! 

Sean Hayes 
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Reporting Student Progress 
Over the next few weeks we will be sending home the 

first of three academic progress reports for this 

school year (one per term).  The staff have been 

working very hard over the last few weeks to ensure 

that your child’s information is accurate and up to 

date.  We will send out reports for Years 11 and 9 

prior to half term and the remaining years’ reports 

after half term.  This term the Year 11 and Sixth Form 

reports will be sent home with their tutor’s written 

report as well. 

 

We will again be reporting the student’s progress 

towards their target, their attainment and their 

attitude to learning, which is a grade for behaviour and 

effort (see list below).  We will continue to report 

end of key stage target data for each subject and the 

student’s current working level or grade for that 

subject.  This year, however, we have introduced 

some innovations to the progress reports.  To 

support your child’s progress we will report a target 

for improvement from the list below. 

 

Target for improvement: 

A Improve your attitude to your learning 

B  Improve behaviour during lessons 

C Complete all class work to target grade 

standard or better 

E  Ensure you have correct equipment, books 

or PE kit for all lessons 

H  Complete and hand in on time, all 

homework to target grade standard or 

better 

U Student needs to meet with the teacher to 

receive advice on how to meet or exceed 

target grade 

 

Attitude to learning: 

1 Enthusiastic attitude supports high 

attainment and/or exceptional progress 

2 Good interest in learning supports good 

progress 

3 Current attitude to learning supports 

some satisfactory progress.  Increased 

motivation in lessons will improve the 

child’s learning 

4 Current attitude towards learning is 

having a negative effect on progress 

 

The report will also contain a ‘forecast grade’.  This is 

the grade that the teacher thinks the student will 

attain at the end of the key stage for that subject and 

can be used to compare to their target grade. 

 

The back of the report has a full explanation of the 

report.  This explanation has been translated into the 

following languages: Polish, Lithuanian, Czech, 

Portuguese, Russian and Slovak.  If you would like a 

version of the report in any of these languages please 

ask your child for one from their tutor. 

Daniel Berry, Assistant Headteacher 

Sports Update 

The Year 8 boys’ football team recently beat Ken 

Stimpson 10-3.  Goals were scored by Brandon 

Calderbank, Kyrie Foster, Alex Findley and Matas 

Paskevicius.  The U14 boys’ rugby team lost their 

opening game of the season to Hampton 31-12.  Tries 

were scored by Sarunas Snitkas in Year 9 and Brandon 

Calderbank in Year 8. 

Having previously had a good win against Ormiston 

Bushfield Academy, last week the Year 10 team lost 9-

7 to Ken Stimpson – Alex Cid scored a superb hat 

trick.  

Congratulations and well done to all participants. 

Mr Baron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John Fisher students will be performing 

“Measure for Measure” 

7.00 pm Monday 15 October 

at the Key Theatre 

Tickets are now available from the box office 

Please come and support them 

 

 

 

Fisher Arts Festival – 25 October 2012 
Tickets are on sale from Student Services 

£3 adult £1 students (concessions) 

 

http://ssf.local/

