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Measure for Measure

On Monday evening the annual Shakespeare for
Schools Festival took place in the Key Theatre, and
again we were one of the local schools invited to take
part. After the success of last year’s students this new
group from Year 10 faced quite a challenge to uphold
our high standards. However, this is exactly what
they did with a performance that drew praise from the
director for the mature way the students handled
some very difficult messages.

Schools Festival

It was a very rewarding evening for those who
managed to get tickets — the event was sold out — and
there was much praise from the audience. The
students had only four or five weeks in order to learn
their lines and polish their performance but they
pulled it off in tremendous style.

Congratulations to all involved and thanks to their
teachers, Mr Burgess, assisted by Miss Stevens and
Miss Bird, for bringing the students up to such a high
level in such a short period. It is good to know that
our high standards in performance are being sustained.
Our students’ talents will be on display again next
week when we have the annual Fisher Arts Festival: |
urge as many as possible to come to what promises to
be a very enjoyable evening.

Eid al-Adha

The Muslim community will be celebrating Eid next
Friday, 26 October. Students are allowed one day’s
absence to celebrate this holiday and parents are
asked to send in an absence note in the usual way.
Next week’s newsletter will be issued on Thursday in
order to ensure that all students receive a copy.

Fr Ben Grist RIP

Many of you will know about the Ordination of Fr Ben
Grist for the diocese on 30 June, after the discovery
that he had advanced liver cancer in his third year at
seminary. Sadly Father Ben passed away on Sunday
morning, peacefully and having been given the
Anointing of the Sick. These last months of his illness
were a great blessing for him in many ways, as he
came to terms with what God was doing in his life,
and his new role as a priest in the diocese. He said of
his illness: "When you're not in control, God is, and
that's a blessing. Everything is a gift". May he rest in
peace.

Mass at the Cathedral

| wrote last week about our
intended visit to St John’s ')
Cathedral in Norwich for the

diocesan Mass to celebrate the

opening of the Year of Faith. It

was a superb occasion with V’
schools from across the diocese YEAR OF FAITHZ®
represented. For many of our

students it was their first time in the cathedral and
also the first time they had attended a Mass
concelebrated by so many priests. We shared a coach
with St Thomas More and Sacred Heart and as our
three schools were sat at the front of the cathedral
we both had a good view of the liturgy but also were a
strong presence for Peterborough.

Mass was celebrated by Father David Bagstaff, the
Diocesan Administrator, who spoke about home
pages on websites, suggesting that we all think of this
opening of the Year of Faith as being like an Enter
button on a home page: once it is pressed we are free
to explore all manner of information and to go in
whatever direction we choose within that site.

At the end of Mass each school was presented with
resources, which for the secondary schools were sets
of the new Youth Catechism. These will be put to
good use in RE lessons over the coming year.

Sunday Evening Youth Mass
Last Sunday evening was the second of our new Youth
Masses at All Souls church and this time | was able to
attend myself. Again our group of singers made an
impressive contribution to the Mass with very
effective and prayerful music, not least the hymn we all
know as ‘the one from Sister Act’! A big thank you
to the students who were involved and to
Miss O’Connor for rehearsing and leading the
students. There was much positive comment from
the congregation and a spontaneous round of applause
at the end. Marcelina’s singing of Voice of an Angel was
especially polished and perhaps the refrain is worth
sharing here as a thought for this week:

And who are you who guides me

My messenger of light

Will you walk beside me now

Beyond the day and night

Who are you who guides me

With words | cannot write

It’s the voice of an angel

Come to hold me close this night.

Sean H’R%&S
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* ' Visit to China Trip 2013

y In an assembly on Tuesday | informed
Year 9 students about a proposed trip

to Shanghai in April/May 2013. This is a combined visit
with Jack Hunt School. Students who were interested
were given a letter to take home. If any student did
not get a letter, but is interested, they should come
and see me. Mr Barwise

Shakespeare for Schools Festival
Monday was a big day for the Year |0 GCSE drama
group — Showtime! After only 5 weeks of rehearsals it
was time for our performance of “Measure for
Measure” as part of the Shakespeare for Schools
Festival at the Key Theatre. And boy did we show
them what we were made of!
The play was a huge success and it was an utter
honour to be a part of the festival. Shakespeare’s
plays are quite hard to understand, especially
“Measure for Measure” but after a dash of complete
commitment, a sprinkle of stress and a few chunks of
line learning we had the recipe for success.
A special thanks to Mr Burgess for directing the play
and Ms Stevens for helping us. Of course a big thumbs
up and pat on the back for the GCSE drama group for
their dedication; a total of 45 hours of rehearsing was
put into this play and well worth it!

Gabrielle James SH-C8

Our students received much praise from the festival
organisers highlighting the creative and explosive
opening to their play, their commitment and
professionalism as a group as well as their sensitivity
and maturity handling of the adult themes explored
within the play. Well done!

If you missed the show and would like to see it — the
group will be opening the Fisher Arts Festival on
25 October, at 7.00 pm. Mr Burgess
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Secret Reading Circle

If you would you like the chance to read and
review books from other schools, why not
join the Secret Reading Circle? If you would
like further information, please ask in the Library.
Current books to read are Small Change for Stuart and
The Donut Diaries. Miss Oldman

STREETS & * |

SIMS Learning Gateway

We hope to launch a new section of our website
called SIMS Learning Gateway after half term. This
allows parents secure online access to attainment and
attendance data, for their child, at anytime. Initially
this will be available for parents of Year || students
but will be made available for all parents later in the
year. We are very excited about this opportunity for
parents and students to be able to engage with the
school and we hope you will take advantage of this
new aspect of the school website. In order to access
this feature you will need to complete a reply slip and
return it to me at school (through student services).
For further details of SIMS Learning Gateway and the
reply slip, please see the student data check sheet that
your child will bring home this week. Mr Berry

Overdue Library Loans

Could all students who borrowed books over the
summer please return them as soon as they are
finished. We do not impose penalties for late returns
so many students do not regard this as a priority.
However, all library loans are the property of the
school and should be returned in good time so that

they can be available for other borrowers. Thank you.
Miss Oldman

School Photographer

The school photographer will be ‘3
here on Monday 22 October to take

photographs of Year 7 students. All

students will have individual headshots

taken which will be uploaded onto our

school database and will also available for parents to
buy. Details of how these can be purchased will be
sent to parents shortly. Mrs Behan

House Point Totals
up to week ending 12 October 2012

Rochester 832

Breaking news .....

The Under 14 boys’ Rugby team beat Stanground on
Wednesday night 66-0. Yes 66-0! Very well done to
them all.
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