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“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full”

John 10: 10

Year 11 - GCSE

You MUST bring this every day for every 
lesson. It must be placed on your desk at the 

start of each lesson.

Name: ___________________________

Form:  _________
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Knowledge Organisers at St John Fisher Catholic School 
 

Why do we have Knowledge Organisers? 

Knowledge Organisers show you the key information for that particular topic of study. It is the ‘key 
take-aways’ of what knowledge you will need to know to be successful in this topic. It will give you 
an excellent understanding of the topic you are studying and the expectations.  

 

How do I use it? 

Your teachers will use your knowledge organisers with you, explained in the section below, but you 
can also use it to support your understanding of the topic and develop further knowledge. You will 
have a test at the end of each unit of study and a PPE in the Summer term which will cover all that 
you have learnt therefore it is important that this new knowledge is embedded so that you can recall 
it later.  

Use the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check system to learn the information on your organisers. Complete 
any support/challenge tasks outlined. Research tells us that this method of practising is a good way 
to remember the knowledge. Over time, you will build up this knowledge and be able to recall it.  
 
Use the Knowledge Organiser when completing class and homework especially with key vocabulary.  

 

How will my teachers use it? 

Your teachers may set homework to learn parts of the Knowledge Organiser or set tasks from what 
is on there. You will be expected to complete between 45-60 minutes of homework for each subject 
according to the homework timetable.  

Your teachers will use the Knowledge Organiser in the lesson to support the new knowledge being 
taught so you must always keep this booklet with you and put on your desk at the start of each 
lesson. 

You may be given low stake quizzes in your lessons which will test your recall of the current 
knowledge but also previous knowledge as the year progresses.  

 

What do I do if I lose it? 

All Knowledge Organisers are on the school website. However, you can purchase a copy at student 
services if you lose this.  

 

 



 

Assessment Objective 1: Contextual Understanding –
Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical

understanding of sources

GCSE Art
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PSHE- Knowledge organiser- Y11- Term 1 

Themes Topics Key learning points 

Li
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ng
 in
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er
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or
ld

 

Personal 
skills 
development 
 

 

 
 Resilience: the capacity to withstand or to recover quickly from 

difficulties. 
 

 In a growth mindset, people believe that their most basic abilities can 
be developed through dedication and hard work—brains and talent are 
just the starting point. This view creates a love of learning and a 
resilience that is essential for great accomplishment. 

 
 Someone with a growth mindset views intelligence, abilities, and talents 

as learnable and capable of improvement through effort. On the other 
hand, someone with a fixed mindset views those same traits as 
inherently stable and unchangeable over time. 

 
 GCSE Revision Methods That Work: 

1. Work Through Past Exam Papers 
2. Write Revision Notes On Flash Cards 
3. Draw Spider Diagrams Using Pictures And Colour 
4. Use Revision Guides, Apps, Websites And Videos 
5. Read Aloud And Walk About! 
6. Make Up Raps, Rhymes, Chants And Songs 
7. Record Key Points On Your Phone 
8. Stick Up Posters And Use Sticky Notes 
9. Explain a Topic To A Parent Or Friend 
10. Write Things Out Again And Again…… 
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 Cancer: happens when cells divide and grow in an abnormal way. 
 

 Mutated BRCA gene; this is a mutation in your cells and means your 
risk of developing breast cancer is between 50-90% higher than 
someone that doesn’t carry the gene. 

 
 Breast cancer: is the most common type of cancer in the UK. Most 

women diagnosed with breast cancer are over the age of 50, but 
younger women can also get breast cancer. About 1 in 7 women are 
diagnosed with breast cancer during their lifetime. There's a good 
chance of recovery if it's detected at an early stage. For this reason, 
it's vital that women check their breasts regularly for any changes and 
always have any changes examined by a GP. 

 
 Testicular cancer: 1 of the less common cancers, and tends to mostly 

affect men between 15 and 49 years of age. Typical symptoms are a 
painless swelling or lump in 1 of the testicles, or any change in shape or 
texture of the testicles. It's important to be aware of what feels 
normal for you and you need to check your testicles once a month. Get 
to know your body and see a GP if you notice any changes. 

 
 Drug: a medicine or other substance which has a physiological effect 

when ingested or otherwise introduced into the body. 
 
 Illegal drugs: Possessing, using and selling illegal drugs is a crime and 

may result in a custodial sentence. 
 
 Habit: a regular behaviour that is repeated sometimes without 

thought. 
 
 Addiction: unable to stop doing something as a habit, especially 

something harmful. 
 
 Alcohol: is a potent and potentially dangerous drug. It lowers 

inhibitions, increases the desire to take risks, slows reactions, impairs 
memory and makes us more impulsive. The effects of alcohol are 
stronger in young people not accustomed to drinking. The developing 
teenage brain is more susceptible to the effects of alcohol.   

 
 Drugs: are highly addictive and can have devastating effects including 

years of physical and mental illness and potentially an early death. 
 
 Nicotine: is highly addictive and the health problems and early death 

associated with cigarette use is still one of the highest costs to the 
NHS. 
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 Beliefs: ideas you hold to be true. 
 Values : a set of principles which a person considers to be of great 

importance. 
 Attitudes: a way of thinking or feeling with regards to someone or 

something. 
 Self-respect: loving yourself and treating yourself with care. It's the 

result of staying true to your values and not being willing to 
compromise. The more you engage in behaviours consistent with your 
beliefs and values, the more you'll feel fulfilled and confident. 

 Dignity: the right of a person to be valued and respected for their own 
sake, and to be treated ethically. 

 Sex: bonds two people together and it can lead to pregnancy. 
 Contraception: Birth control, also known as contraception, 

anticonception, and fertility control, is the use of methods or devices 
to prevent unintended pregnancy. These methods are caps or 
diaphragms. combined pill. condoms. contraceptive implant. 
contraceptive injection. contraceptive patch. female condoms, IUD 
(intrauterine device or coil). 

 NFP: natural family planning is a method of working out when a woman 
is most fertile and then avoiding unprotected sex at that time to 
prevent pregnancy. This method is supported by The Catholic Church 
because it respect God's design for married love. 

 Pornography: Gives unrealistic expectations and unhealthy sex 
education. It can harm relationships by fostering selfishness and self-
satisfaction; it is often linked to masturbation and can be highly 
addictive. 

 Sexual health: a state of physical, emotional, mental and social well-
being in relation to sexuality; it is not merely the absence of disease, 
dysfunction or infirmity. Sexual health requires a positive and 
respectful approach to sexuality and sexual relationships, as well as 
the possibility of having pleasurable and safe sexual experiences, free 
of coercion, discrimination and violence. For sexual health to be 
attained and maintained, the sexual rights of all persons must be 
respected, protected and fulfilled. 

 STIs: sexually transmitted infection. in 2022 there were 392,453 
diagnoses of new STIs among England residents, an increase of 23.8% 
compared to 2021 (317,022) both gonorrhoea and syphilis have 
returned to the high levels reported in 2019 (prior to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic) 

 Red flags in relationships and signs of coercive control are:  
● Isolating a person from their family and friends 
● Controlling their finances 
● Monitoring their activities and movements 
● Repeatedly putting them down, calling them names or telling them 
they are worthless 
● Threatening to harm them 
● Threatening to publish information about them 
● Damaging their property or household goods 
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IAG  A levels: subject-based qualifications that can lead to university, further 
study, training, or work. You can normally study three or more A levels over 
two years. They're usually assessed by a series of examinations. 

 College course: (e.g. BTEC, NVQ, SVQ) are more practical as it is to prepare 
you for a specific job. 

 Apprenticeship: you are based in a workplace but also doing some training at 
college. You need some qualifications and be successful in an interview. 

 T levels: They are equivalent to 3 A levels and can be studied in some schools 
and colleges. They combine academic study with on-the-job experience. 

 CV: Curriculum Vitae - a Latin term which means “the story of your life” 
It is a short list of facts about you, your skills, qualifications, experience 
and career history. 

 Personal profile: is the first item on your CV. It's a brief introduction to 
outline your attributes, qualities and work experience. 

 Reference: A personal reference is usually one that confirms your character 
and abilities. A professional reference is usually to check that you have 
worked where you said you did and you really are a good employee. 

 Tuition fee:  charged by universities and colleges to cover key elements of 
your course and academic life, as well as core services related to students' 
wellbeing and experience on campus.  

 Loan: money that is borrowed and will be paid back. 
 Tuition Fee Loans: cover the full cost of your course, are paid directly to 

the course provider, and you won’t have to pay it back until after your 
course, when you’re earning above a certain level. They are not means tested 
(the amount you get does not depend on your household income) 

 Maintenance loan: Student Loan provided by the government, and it's 
intended to help towards your living costs while you're at university. Rent, 
bills, food, nights out – all of these things and more are what the 
Maintenance Loan is there to help you pay for. They are mean tested. 

 Household income: the total gross income received by all members of a 
household within a 12-month period. This figure comprises the earnings of 
everyone under the same roof who is age 15 or older, whether they're 
related or not. 
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Finance  Budgeting: The process of calculating how much money you must earn or save 

during a particular period of time, and planning how you will spend it. 
 Money mule: a person who transfers stolen money, usually through their own 

back accounts, on behalf of others. The process of transferring money to 
hide its criminal sources is traditionally referred as money laundering. It is a 
criminal act. If caught moving stolen funds, money mules will be left with no 
bank account, a damaged credit score and the inability to apply for a loan or 
even a phone contract in the future. They could also end up with a 14 year 
prison sentence for the crime. 

 Social engineering: all techniques aimed at talking a target into revealing 
specific information or performing a specific action for illegitimate reasons. 

 Smishing: social engineering attack that uses fake mobile text messages to 
trick people into downloading malware, sharing sensitive information, or 
sending money to cybercriminals. 

 Vishing: a type of cyber attack that uses voice and telephony technologies to 
trick targeted individuals into revealing sensitive data to unauthorized 
entities. 

 Phishing: when attackers attempt to trick users into doing 'the wrong thing', 
such as clicking a bad link that will download malware, or direct them to a 
dodgy website. 

 Malware: a file or code, typically delivered over a network, that infects, 
explores, steals or conducts virtually any behaviour an attacker wants. 

 Gambling: playing a game of chance for a prize, where a prize is defined as 
money or ‘money’s worth’. 

 Impulsivity: acting without thinking about the consequences. 
 Delayed gratification: favouring long term rewards over short terms 

rewards. 
 

Remember! 

 We will be open and honest, but not discuss directly our own and others personal/ private life. 
 Your teacher will not repeat what is said in the room except if she/he is concerned we are at risk. 
 It is ok to disagree but we will not judge. 
 Taking part is important but we have the right to pass. 
 We will not make assumptions and we will listen to others' point of view. 
 We know that there are no stupid questions but we will use appropriate language. 
 If we need further help or advice, you know you can talk to your teachers, form tutor and SSOs. 
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Topic Quote/Reference Source 

1 Sacramental 
nature of

reality 

Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist are 
necessary for full Christian initiation. 

Catechism

2 Liturgical

Worship
The Eucharist is the source and summit of the 

Christian life. 
Catechism

3 Catholic

Funeral Rite 
The Requiem Mass is the highest form of prayer; 
the soul of the deceased is commended to God. 

Cardinal

Vincent 
Nicholls

4 Prayer Prayer is the raising of the heart and mind to 
God.

Catechism

5 Popular Piety The rosary is important because it helps Catholic 
meditate on Jesus’ life. 

Catechism

6 Pilgrimage Pilgrimage can strengthen faith. Catechism 

7 Catholic

Social

 Teaching 

The world must listen to the cry of the earth and 
the cry of the poor. 

Pope Francis 

Evangelii
Gaudium

8 Mission and 
Evangelisation

Jesus said “Go make disciples of all nations.” Matthew’s 
Gospel 

Prac ces 

Sources of Wisdom and Authority 



Revision 
EXAMPLE

Self-quizzing

1. THE BIBLE

WORD OF GOD
Biblia – books – collection of books. Catholic Bible 73 
books. OT was written over 1000 years. NT written 
in 70yrs. Inspired by God.

STRUCTURE
OT and NT. Testament – Covenant a binding promise. 
Torah – the Law. NT covenant sealed with the blood 
of Christ on the cross. 
OT: Torah – first 5 books, the Law – Decalogue. 
Jews 613 laws. Christians – do not follow this as the 
new law (Jesus) replaced the old law.. History 
Genesis Moses and Israelite history. Prophets – had 
a message from God for the people about what God 
was like and how to behave. Writings – psalms and 
literature
NT: Gospels, life and teachings of Jesus and first 
apostles. Gospel – Good News.  Letters –Paul, Peter, 
Jude James and John. Written to encourage and 
instruct the early Christians

DIVERGENT CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDINGS
Council of Carthage agreed the 27 books of the NT. 
Bible translated into Latin by St Jerome. 
Protestants believed the Greek translation was 
unreliable . Protestant Bibles only have 39 OT books 
where Catholic has 47

1.  What is the 
Decalogue?

2.  Which 
translation 
does the 
Catholic 
Church 
accept?
3.  What does 
Bible mean?

4. What is a 
covenant?

5.  Why do 
Christians and 
Catholics have 
different 
Bibles?

Sources of Wisdom and 
Authority

The New Testament 
lies hidden in the Old 
and the Old Testament 
is unveiled in the New 
(St Augustine of Hippo)



Revision Self-quizzing

2: INTERPRETATION OF THE BIBLE
Bible inspired: by the Holy Spirit – so it comes from 
God. God speaks through the Bible so it should be 
followed. Bible contains Gods laws on how to behave.
Interpretation of the Bible: The interpretation of the 
Bible for Catholics comes from:
Apostolic Tradition (set up by the first apostles)
Magisterium ( council to decide Church teaching)
Catechism (all the Church teachings)
Papal encyclicals (letters from the Pope)
Bishops letters
Priest sermons
Different Interpretations of Biblical authority:
Fundamentalist Christians: Bible is the Word of God 
literally, written by people who were told directly from 
God what to write. All Bible is truth
Conservative Christians the Bible is the revealed word 
of God but not his actual words. The writers were 
inspired by God but used their own ideas. 
Liberal Christians: Bible is the words about God not 
from God. People wrote in their own special way after 
experiencing God. There are mistakes and 
contradictions, but the Bible still holds truth.
Bible gives guidance and teaching
Because it is inspired by the Holy Spirit.. It reveals God. 
Contains Gods laws how to behave. Contains the 
teachings of Jesus.

1. Give three different 
interpretations of Biblical 
authority

2. Why is the Bible a source of 
guidance and teaching?

3. What is the Magisterium?

4. What is an encyclical?

5. 

3: SCRIPTURE TRADITION AND MAGISTERIUM
Apostolic Tradition – handing on the Gospel teachings 
by the first apostles direct from Jesus. Important 
because: the Church has authority from Jesus, Church 
teaching has remained the same over time, the teaching 
is correct true faith.  
Apostolic Succession – Jesus gave Peter authority to 
lead the Church, passed on through the Popes meaning 
the teachings from Jesus remained unchanged. 
Important because: the Pope has the same authority 
today that Jesus gave Peter. When teachings come from 
the Pope and Bishops from the Magisterium, they speak 
as the Apostles successors. 
Magisterium: Pope and Bishops interpret the Bible and 
Apostolic Tradition for matters of faith and morals 
today. Ordinary Magisterium – bishops teach the 
Church teachings. Conciliar Magisterium – Pope calls a 
general council to decide teachings. Pontifical 
Magisterium – Pope makes the decision on doctrine. 
Importance: no higher authority, gives answers such as 
same-sex marriage, gives clear guidelines on how to 
behave.
Pope: leads the worldwide church, organizes the 
magisterium, appoints new cardinals, gives guidance on 
current issues.

1. Explain the three levels of the 
Magisterium

2. Why is the Magisterium 
important for Catholics?

3.  Explain Apostolic Tradition

4. Explain Apostolic Succession

5. 

Sources of Wisdom 
and Authority

“All scripture is 
God breathed” 

Timothy

The task of 
interpreting the word 
of God has been given 
entrusted solely to the 

Magisterium.’ 
Catecbhism



Revision Self-quizzing
4: THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL: 
Called to: bring the Church up to date, open the Church to ‘the wind of 
the Holy Spirit,’ bring church leadership closer to the people. 
Sacred Council (Sacrosanctum concilium0
- New rite of Mass and language in home language
- Laity to read from the Bible
- Priests to face the people.
Light of Humanity (Lumen Gentium)
- Circular church rather than triangular hierarchy. Joining all people 

together.
- Common priesthood, every Christian is called to 
serve Christ, not just priests. 
- Ordained Priesthood celebrates the 
sacraments.
Joy and Hope (Gaudium et spes) 
- Human rights and dignity for all
- Concern over moral values in a changing world.
- Peace and justice necessary for everyone
- Talks with atheists and secular groups to act together for social 

change.
The Word of God Dei Verbum 
Bible written in home languages
Catholics to read the Bible and apply to own lives.
Different understandings: Many were encouraged by the 2VC opening 
to the modern world. Some thought it was too radical and some 
thought it wasn’t radical enough as they wanted married priests, 
flexibility with contraception and divorcees to take communion.

1. Explain three 
documents from the 
second Vatican 
council.

2.  Why is the second 
Vatican council 
important to 
Catholics?

3. Who are the laity?

4. Why did Catholics 
have differences of 
opinion about the 
changes made in the 
second Vatican 
council?

5. Give three changes 
from sacrosanctum
Concilium

5: THE CHURCH AS THE BODY OF CHRIST AND THE PEOPLE OF 
GOD: Body of Christ: this means that all Christians carry on Christ’s 
work on earth. Christians are united with each other and Christin 
Baptism- members of Christ’s body. Receive the Body of Christ at 
Mass, joining with all Christians around the world. Body of Christ 
means that all members of the Church work together, there is no 
division in the body.
Importance of the Body of Christ:
This is how the Church is described in the NT
Christ did not leave the earth, he remains in the Church
The Church carries on Christs work on earth
Christians form one body and are united together
Shows the importance of the Eucharist at Mass
Christians have different gifts and talents but all come together 
united as Christ’s body.
People of God: God called the Jews to be his people, now, through 
Christ, God has called the united Body of Christ, the people of the 
Church to be his people. 
Different understandings:   Catholics: authority of the Pope, pope’s 
role to guide the Church and pass on Christ’s teachings
Orthodox: reject the Pope, authority comes from the Patriarchs 
together.
Protestants: Bible is the sole authority 
Ecumenical Movement – working together to unite all Christians 
though ‘Churches Together.’

1. Give three 
meanings of the Body 
of Christ

2. Why do Christians 
call the Church the 
Body of Christ?

3. Who are the laity?

4. What is Churches 
Together?

5 Explain different 
views of the 
leadership and 
authority of the 
Church

Sources of Wisdom and 
Authority

Each document is 
a source of 

wisdom and 
authority.

Christians 
are one 
body in 

Christ. St 
Paul



Revision Self-quizzing

6: THE FOUR MARKS OF THE CHURCH
Nicene Creed – see quote
The Church is ONE: based on
One Lord Jesus Christ. 
One Baptism, Inspired by one 
Spirit. Church has one faith
Church is HOLY: God made the 
Church, it belongs to God so it’s holy.
Christ gave his life to make the Church holy.
Church is the source of the sacraments, bringing God’s 
grace and is therefore is holy.
Church is the true faith guided by the HS – Holy.
Church is Catholic – Universal: Jews are for one race, 
the Catholic Church is world wide. Christ’s message is 
for everyone. Message to be understood and there for 
everyone.
Church is Apostolic: Church was founded by the 
apostles. It received apostolic Tradition so the Church 
teaches what the apostles taught. Bishops are the 
successors of the apostles. Authority of St Peter is 
passed on by Apostolic Succession to the current Pope.
Importance: only one faith which continues today. 
Church is worldwide. Church goes back to the apostles. 
Church is holy, from God.
Differences: Protestants – based on the Bible and the 
creed. The Church is apostolic as its based on the Bible.. 
Catholics – based on the creed and the Catechism. 
Church is apostolic through apostolic tradition and the 
unbroken line of Bishops.

1. What are the four marks of 
the Church?

2. Why is apostolic succession 
important for Catholics?

3.  Explain apostolic tradition

4.  What is a creed?

5. What is the definition of the 
word Catholic?

7: MARY AS A MODEL OF THE CHURCH: she gave 
Christ to the world. She was the mother of Christ and so 
the mother of the church.. Mary's assumption to heaven 
means all faithful will go to heaven. 
Mary is the model of discipleship: she obeyed God’s 
plan, said yes to God. She was the immaculate 
conception, conceived without sin and remained sinless. 
She showed devotion to Jesus to the end on the cross. 
Mary is an example of faith: she believed the Angel 
Gabriel at the annunciation. She believed Jesus was the 
Son of God through the Angel Gabriel’s words. She 
trusted God that death was not the end when Jesus 
died.
Mary is an example of charity: she gave up her own 
life to bear God’s son. She was always ready to help 
others. She prays for those who need help.
Importance: Her immaculate conception meant that 
Jesus was also sinless and his Father was God. Virgin 
birth means she gave birth to God so she is the Mother 
of God. Mary was assumed to heaven instead of dying. In 
heaven she prays for the souls on earth.

1. Outline three beliefs about 
Mary

2. Explain why Mary is the model 
of discipleship

3. Explain the immaculate 
conception

4. Explain the assumption

5. 

Sources of Wisdom 
and Authority

I believe in 
one, holy, 

Catholic and 
apostolic 
Church.’ 

“I am the Lord’s 
servant, let your will 
be done.” Gospels. 



8: SOURCES OF PERSONAL AND ETHICAL 
DECISION MAKING
Sources of guidance when making moral 
decisions:
The example and teaching of Jesus: 
Golden Rule: 

Greatest Commandment:

Jesus fulfilled the Law of 
Moses in the New Law of
Christ – summed up in the 
Sermon on the Mount, based 
On loving God and loving your neighbour.

Natural Law: the moral order designed by God at 
the creation so people work in harmony with 
natural law. An example of natural law is a man 
and a woman marrying and having children to 
continue the human race., Therefore the church 
cannot agree with same sex marriage as they say 
it is against natural law. 

Conscience: . The voice of conscience is the voice 
of God. St Paul and St Thomas Aquinas taught 
that Christians should use their conscience as the 
final part of decision making. Although some 
doubt about relying on conscience because people 
can mistake the voice of God and could mistake 
their conscience. 

Teachings of the Church: The magisterium is an 
authority and guides as it is given by the Pope and 
Bishops and inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Implications for Christians today: Christians 
often use more than one authority when making a 
moral decision. 
Jesus teachings don’t speak about modern issues 
eg contraception
Some use their conscience and go against church 
teachings on issues such as same sex marriage or 
condoms. 
Others use Jesus authority and reject their 
conscience.

1. Give three sources of personal 
and ethical decision making

2. Why is natural law important 
to Catholics?

3. What is the Golden Rule?

4. What is the Greatest 
Commandment?

5. Why might some Catholics 
listen to conscience and some 
Catholics don’t

Sources of Wisdom and 
Authority

Treat others as 
you would like 
to be treated.

Love God and 
love your 

neighbour as 
you love 
yourself.


